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Valerie earned her B.S. in chemistry from Towson University before heading to the University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill where she developed heteroatom-centered radicals for 

hydrocarbon functionalization with Prof. Erik Alexanian. She then moved to Princeton University 

where she was an NIH Postdoctoral Fellow in the lab of Prof. Paul Chirik developing reduced Fe- 

and Co-based catalysts to achieve olefin coupling reactions. In 2016 Valerie moved to the 

University of California San Diego as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Chemistry and 

Biochemistry.  


